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ABSTRACT
As Fred Brooks famously noted, change is an essential characteristic of software development, as software systems must respond positively to evolving requirements, platforms, and other environmental pressures. In this talk, we examine the nature of software evolution from several perspectives, and we consider how its study can help us to better understand the future. We present two empirical studies of software evolution --- one on the growth and evolution of the Linux kernel, and one on the harmfulness of copy-paste as a development practice --- and we show how these have led to some surprising insights into the realities of software development.
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